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PRESIDENTS PONDERINGS 

 
 

Best wishes to you and your family for 2017 and hopefully another very successful year ahead.  

 

Just a gentle reminder to our members that haven’t paid their 2017 Renewal; you only have until 

the end of February 2017 to have your $25.00 and the Renewal of Membership to the Treasurer.  

Remember, if you are not financial, you are not permitted to attend the AGM. As at 30 January 

2017 we have 21 Membership renewals outstanding which is a large number for this time of year. 

 

Remember folks, the February meeting is the last one before the Annual General Meeting {AGM} 

in March. If you believe you have a particular panache that would assist you in becoming a 

member of the Sub Branch’s Committee please step forward and be counted. You will find a 

Committee Nomination form attached to this Sitrep, once you have completed it and checked that 

it has been filled in correctly hand it to the secretary\assistant secretary before the close of the 

February 2017 General Meeting.  

 

On Australia Day this year I was very proud to see so many Aussie flags flown on cars and houses 

when I went to the Cadet Flag Raising ceremony at the Redcliffe RSL. I was very impressed with 

the pride that our young boys and girls had in their Cadet units. There was a rather small turn 

out; however, those that attended had an enjoyable time.  

 

I look forward to seeing you at the next Meeting at 1100 hrs on Wednesday 8th February 2017.  

 

Take care one and all, 

Charles Parsons.    

Ich Dien 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

GOMERS GOODBYE YADDAH 

 

Well, “the end is nigh” …. the end of year that is, NO, the end, well an end anyway, “the end” 

sounds too permanent.   THAT WAS MY LINE FOR THE LAST TWO MONTHS of November 

and December. 

Next month you lucky people you should have a sparkling new secretary with my good, read bad, 

self being his assistant.  As long as he does not re-nig on the deal, David Chainsaw Dowling, more 

affectionately known as Corporal Agar (as in F Troop for you that are too young to remember). 

I am stepping down as I intend to do a very high level of land yachting ( that is caravanning for 

retired sailors) over the next couple of years and also I am worried about our good President 

health with me putting extra stain on the heart muscles. 

To ensure he does not totally relax, he knows I will be sitting on the back bench doing an Abbott, 

should the need arise.  No seriously, when here I will be fully supporting the group and committee 

in what ever way I can. 

A big thanks to all the guys on the Committee, Bob, Brian, Rod, Mick & Mick and   especially 

Charlie and Pete who covered my A…… more often than not. 

 

Anyway my dear friends, time to bid you …ad????  How do the French say good bye. 

 

Gomer. 

 

 

 

SOCIAL REPORT 

 
Welcome to the first social report for 2017. Firstly, we trust everyone had a pleasant, relaxing 

holiday with family & friends. 2017 is shaping up to be a big year on the social scene.  

 

There are quite a number of activities planned, with some subject to the approval of our grant 

application to DVA to fund bus trips. A draft Social Calendar will be submitted for committee 

approval at our first meeting in February & available to members at the March meeting. There 

will be two must do’s, firstly, a tour to the Vietnam War display at Victoria Barracks in April/ 

May & the second one to the Kilcoy Memorial Race day in August, both dates TBC. As previously 

mentioned, our grants application to go toward the cost of bus trips has been lodged. I worked 

over the New Years weekend checking & cross checking the documents & after a final meeting 

with John Martin (Post 55), posted it, registered mail, on the 16th of January. All we do now is 

cross our fingers & hope DVA give us a favourable response. It would be remiss of me not to pay a 

huge thank you to John Martin from Post 55 for his invaluable assistance & guidance in putting 

our application together. I must also thank the Redcliffe RSL board of management, Mr Luke 

Howarth MP, Federal Member for Petrie & Ms Yvette D’Ath, MHA, State Attorney General & 

Member for Redcliffe, for their strong letters of support for our application. Don’t forget, our 

Annual General Meeting will be in April & will be the first of our lunch meetings for the year. 

Finally, we look forward to members supporting our program for the coming year.  

As we always say, take good care & look out for one another 

  

Rod P , Mike O , Rod B 
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Birthdays  

 

“Nobby” Clarke, David Dowling, David Fiechtner, Glen Gustafson, Ron Haskard, Rob Moseley, 

John Rosen. 

 

LAUGHTER PARADE 
 

Telephone poles. 

  

The telephone company needed to hire four more telephone pole installers and the choice came  

down to two from Poland and two Irishmen. So the boss met both teams and said "Here's what 

we'll do. Each team will be installing poles out on the new road for a day. The team that installs 

the most poles gets the job."  Both teams headed right out. 

At end of the shift, when the two Polish guys reported back, the boss asked them how many they 

had installed.  

They said it was tough going but they'd put in twelve. 

Forty-five minutes later, Paddy and Mick came back in, totally exhausted. "Well, how many poles 

did you guys install?" said the boss, Mick wiped his brow and sighed, "Paddy and me, we got 

three in.  The boss gasped, "Three? Those two Polish blokes put in twelve!" 

"Yeah," said Mick, "but did ya see how much they left sticking out of the ground.” 

 
Blonde Guy joke 

  
An  Irishman,   a  Mexican   and a  Blond  Guy   were doing  construction work on  scaffolding on 

the 20th floor of a   building.    

They were eating lunch and  the Irishman  said,  'Corned  beef and cabbage! If I get corned beef  

and cabbage one more time for lunch,  I'm going to jump off  this  building.' 

The Mexican opened his lunch  box  and  exclaimed, 'Burritos  again! If I get burritos one  more 

time I'm going to jump off,  too.'  

The   blond opened  his lunch and   said, 'Bologna again! If I get a bologna sandwich  one  more 

time, I'm jumping  too.'  

The next day, the Irishman  opened his lunch  box, saw corned beef and  cabbage, and jumped to 

his   death. 

The Mexican opened his  lunch, saw a burrito, and jumped,   too. 

The  blond guy opened his  lunch, saw the bologna and jumped to his  death  as well. 

At  the funeral, the  Irishman's wife was weeping. She said, 'If I'd   known how really tired he was 

of corned beef and cabbage, I never  would have given it to him  again!' 

The  Mexican's wife also wept  and said, 'I could have given him tacos  or  enchiladas! I didn't 

realize he hated burritos  so  much.'    

Everyone   turned and stared  at the blond's wife. The blond's wife said, 'Don't  look at me. He 

makes  his own lunch  .. 

 
You hear what you want to hear 

 

At a travel agency in Shanghai, I asked the Chinese girl behind the counter if she could escort me 

on a city tour and asked her for her mobile number so I could call her to make arrangements. 

She gave me a big smile, nodded her head and said, "Sex sex sex, wan free sex for tonight". 

I replied, "Wow, you Chinese women are really hospitable! A guy standing next to me overheard, 

tapped me on the  shoulder and said, "What she really said was: 666136429. 



 

 
 
 

New assets test limits came into effect on 1 January 2017. 

 

 The assets test applies to the Service Pension and Income Support Supplement as well as pensions 

paid under the social security laws such as the Age Pension. The changes provide a fairer pension  

system that is better targeted and more sustainable. 

The new assets test will affect people differently. Pensioners with modest assets will now receive an 

increased rate of pension to better support their retirement. Only people with a high level of assets  

will have their pension reduced.Compensation payments such as the Disability Pension and War 

Widow(er) Pension are not affected by the assets test. Veterans or war widows who currently hold 

a DVA Gold Card will not lose their Gold Card as a result of their Service Pension or Income 

Support Supplement ceasing following the assets test changes. 

There will be no change to the existing assets test exemptions for the family home. Assessable  

assets include bank accounts, shares, investment properties and cars. 

The asset taper rate will be doubled, meaning that once an individual holds assets in excess of the 

limit, their pension will reduce at a higher rate. 

You can claim a Health Care Card from the Department of Human Services (DHS) if your assets 

exceed the cut-off, resulting in your payments ceasing. You will not have to meet the usual income 

test requirements for this card. 

A Commonwealth Seniors Health Card will also be issued for people over the pension age without 

the need to meet income test requirements. 

Those affected by the changes should have received correspondence detailing the changes. 

For more information, including tables showing asset values, visit the ‘Rebalanced assets test’ 

page on the DVA website and the ‘Changes to the pension assets test’ page on the DHS website. 

 

You can also call DVA on 133 254 or from regional Australia free call 1800 555 254 

 

 

 

A drunk was in front of a judge. 

The judge says, "You've been brought here for drinking. 

The drunk says, "Okay, let's get started." 

 

 

 

http://www.dva.gov.au/benefits-and-payments/income-support/rebalanced-assets-test-apply-01-january-2017
http://www.dva.gov.au/benefits-and-payments/income-support/rebalanced-assets-test-apply-01-january-2017
https://www.humanservices.gov.au/customer/enablers/changes-pension-assets-test


POETS CORNER 

 

I am a War Dog  

 

High on a hill overlooking the sea, 

 Stands a statue to honour and glorify me.  

Me and my mates that have all gone before,  

To help and protect the men of the war. 

 

I am a war dog, I receive no pay,  

With my keen, sharp senses, I show the way.  

Many of us come from far and around, 

 Some from death row, some from the pound. 

 

I am a member of the canine pack,  

Trained for combat and life on the track. 

 I serve overseas in those far off lands,  

Me and my master working hand in hand. 

 

I lift my head and look across the land,  

Beside my master, I await his command.  

Together we watch as we wait in the night, 

 If the enemy comes, we are ready to fight. 

 

In the plantations of Nui Dat I do camp,  

The smell print of the VC, to track, as I tramp.  

“Seek ‘em out boy!" my master does call,  

Through the vines of the jungle, together we crawl. 

 

I remember the day we were trapped underground,  

With military wildfire exploding all around.  

My master and I packin’ death through the fight, 

 Comforting each other till the guns went quiet. 

 

My master’s tour of duty has come to an end,  

Vietnam he will leave, I will lose a good friend.  

No longer will we trudge through the jungles of war,  

The canine, the digger, the memory will endure. 

 

Now the years have passed and I patiently wait,  

For God to receive me through His celestial gate.  

Where I’ll roam in comfort for evermore,  

He’ll keep me safe from the ravages of war. 

 

Reproduced by kind permission Santina Lizzio 
 

 

 
 



World-leading research to improve PTSD treatment for veterans 

 

Minister for Veterans’ Affairs and Defence Personnel Dan Tehan today officially launched the 

trial of a new intensive treatment program for current and former Australian Defence Force 

(ADF) members who have post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). 

Mr Tehan said the research was part of the Government’s drive to improve the mental health of 

current and former ADF personnel. 

He said the Rapid Exposure Supporting Trauma Recovery (RESTORE) trial was a world-leading 

research program that would assess whether delivering treatment over an intensive two-week 

period would provide better mental health outcomes. 

Around 200 current and former ADF members will be recruited for the trial, which will run over 

two years. 

The Government has also provided $6.1 million to Phoenix Australia to support the establishment 

of the Centenary of Anzac Centre. This will provide support services for practitioners and ex-

service organisations who work closely with veterans with mental health concerns. It will also 

undertake research into identifying better ways to treat veterans with mental health issues. 

“Current PTSD treatment involves weekly therapy over three months and this trial offers the 

potential to achieve the same positive results over a two-week program of intensive treatment,” 

Mr Tehan said. 

“The outcomes of the trial will be incredibly important in shaping how the Departments of 

Veterans’ Affairs (DVA) and Defence approach the future delivery of mental health care for 

Australia’s military personnel and veterans. 

“This trial will help improve our understanding of PTSD and how best to treat it, which will 

benefit our veterans and the broader Australian community.” 

A four-year partnership project grant through the National Health and Medical Research Council 

(NHMRC) was awarded to DVA, Defence and the University of Melbourne to conduct the 

RESTORE trial. Phoenix Australia – Centre for Posttraumatic Mental Health is leading the 

project on behalf of the university. 

It will be conducted at Phoenix Australia in Melbourne, the Veterans and Veterans Families 

Counselling Service (VVCS) offices in Melbourne, Brisbane and Sydney, and the ADF Centre for 

Mental Health in Sydney. 

“The Government has made mental health treatment for PTSD, depression, anxiety and alcohol 

and substance misuse free for anyone who has served one day in the ADF,” Mr Tehan said. 

“This treatment is demand driven and fully funded, so if someone needs treatment, it is available.    

“All current serving ADF members can also seek comprehensive mental health treatment and 

support through their local Garrison Health Service. 

“In addition, any veteran, ADF member or their family members can also pick up the phone and 

call VVCS 24 hours a day, seven days a week on 1800 011 046 or visit the VVCS website to access 

free and confidential Australia-wide counselling and support for mental health conditions. 

“The Government is ensuring those who have served our country can readily access appropriate 

support services and treatment for the mental health challenges they may face.” 

Further information on the RESTORE trial can be found on the Phoenix Australia website 
 

 

 

A guy conducting an All Services briefing one day, posed the question: 

“What would you do if you found a scorpion in your tent?” A Sailor said, “I'd step on it.” A Soldier 

said, “I'd kick it with my boot.” A Marine said, “I'd catch it, break the stinger off, and eat it.” The Air 

Force dude said, “I'd call room service and find out why there's a tent in my room 

 

http://www.vvcs.gov.au/
http://phoenixaustralia.org/expertise/research/current-treatment-trials/restore/


 
 

 

Central Intelligency Agency 

 

The United States Central Intelligency Agency’s (CIA’s) effort to thwart the election of the 

Australian Labor Party (ALP) To Government in the December  1972 Australian Labor Party 

My first tour of duty In South Viet Nam was from 22 August 1963 to 14 October 1965. I was on 

loan to the American CIA to organize and operate an armed Montagnard, guerilla-type force (the 

Truong Son Force) in the Central Highlands.   I reported to the CIA headquarters in Saigon every 

month or six weeks which, by early-1964, had moved into the US Embassy.  

In 1964, Peer DeSilva was appointed CIA Station Chief in South Viet Nam.   On 30 March 1965, 

he was badly wounded and almost blinded by flying glass in his face when, after hearing a 

commotion in the street below, he went to his window and looked down on the street where a car 

bomb was then detonated. The blast killed two Americans, One Filipino and 19 Vietnamese and 

injured 183 others.    One of the Americans killed was a female CIA operative, Barbara Robbins 

while the CIA Station Chief, Peer DeSilva was one of the injured. He was evacuated and replaced. 

Evidently, parking and abandoning the car in a side street next to the US Embassy aroused 

suspicion and caused a commotion in the street below.   Peer DeSilva went to his closed office 

window to look down on the street below when the bomb was detonated.   He was badly injured 

and almost blinded by flying glass from his shattered window. 

On 1 June 1971, I returned to Australia following my second tour of duty in South Viet Nam to a 

position in Army Headquarters in Canberra.   Because my appointment involved the trials and 

procurement of arms and equipment by the Australian army, I was in fairly close contact with 

several foreign embassies in Australia’s capital city.   I kept myself informed on foreign embassy 

staffing by procuring published updated lists of the staffs of foreign embassies. 

In early-1972 the latest published list of staff of the US Embassy included the name Peer DeSilva.   

His name was on the bottom of the list which included several attachés.   He appeared to be the 

most junior attaché and member of the embassy staff. I was then aware that the United States was 

interested in thwarting the efforts of the Australian Labor Party (ALP) in the forthcoming 

Federal elections in December 1972 and guessed that Peer DeSilva was probably heading that 

effort.   I would have been one of the few who knew that Peer DeSilva was NOT a mere attaché 

but was actually a senior CIA operative who was the CIA station Chief in Saigon over 7½ years 

previously. 

Peer DeSilva later wrote a book called ‘SUB ROSA: The CIA and the Uses of Intelligence’. 

Barry Petersen MC JP 

 

 



Minefields & Miniskirts 

 

We would very much like to involve the Defence Nurses Sub Branch and former personnel in our 

upcoming production of Minefields & Miniskirts. 

Representing contemporary voices and experiences, Minefields & Miniskirts is a series of funny, 

fascinating, sad and poignant stories of Australian women who lived in Vietnam during the war.  

Based on the book by Siobhan McHugh, Minefields & Miniskirts relays “stories collected from 

interviewing 50 women from all sides of the war – those who had been in the war zone,as 

entertainers, nurses, journalists, volunteers and consular/secretarial staff, those whose husbands 

or sons were military combatants, and those who joined the anti-war movement at home, a group 

that sometimes overlapped with the emerging women’s liberation movement”. 

Performed as a series of verbatim monologues, these stories are full of surprises.  The pain of war 

is here but there are also episodes of practical reality, wartime socialising, humour and great 

courage.  

“McHugh tells their stories without judgement and with such compassion that nothing is withheld. 

The result is as shocking as it is informing.” Sydney Morning Herald. 

In considering concepts beyond the script (the stories ) I’m particularly interested in exploring the 

notion of the ‘invisible woman’ – women over about aged 50 -  who feel they are no longer of 

interest to society at large.  There is some debate whether this is, in fact, a reality, but my gut 

feeling is that it is very real for many women.  The stories of these women are an example of a rich 

history which we should, as a society, be listening to and honouring. 

We would also like to coordinate a panel discussion/Q&A to talk about this.   

I will be asking Judith Nguyen OAM to be part of it, she is on the Board of Arthritis Australia, a 

masterful communicator who lived in Vietnam during the war with her Vietnamese husband, an 

academic.  Judith owned and operated an international school.  At the fall of Saigon, the family 

was evacuated by the New Zealand government, with her husband Thong being smuggled out 

disguised as a consular translator.   

I will be asking 1-2 local people to join the panel too – possibly Quentin Bryce if she is available 

and interested. 

If possible, we’d very much appreciate your help to do a couple of things; 

 

Promote the play to your members and associates for whom these stories may be relevant and 

interesting.  It means a great deal to us to have people in the audience who deeply understand the 

story we are telling.   I could also do a specific e-flier for your members if that makes sense too.  

I’m happy to write a short paragraph or two which can be incorporated into a newsletter or email 

Minefields & Miniskirts 

April 8,14,15,20,21,22,25,27,28,29 

Tickets $34, student, concession and group discounts available 

Bookings online at http://artstheatre.com.au/show/minefieldsandminiskirts  

Brisbane's iconic theatre company on Petrie Terrace 

Consider asking a member who is articulate and experienced as a speaker to join our conversation 

panel to discuss the “invisible woman” concept described above. I expect this will be late April, 

it’ll be about an hour and will precede a performance of the show.’’ 

 

 

 

The Doctor gave a man six months to live. The man couldn't pay his bill, so the doctor gave him 

another six months 

 

http://artstheatre.com.au/show/minefieldsandminiskirts


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Soldier with PTSD fell in a hole and couldn’t get out. 

 

A Senior NCO went by and the Soldier with PTSD called out for help. The Senior NCO yelled at, 

told him to suck it up dig deep & drive on, then threw him a shovel. But the Soldier with PTSD 

could not suck it up and drive on so he dug the hole deeper. 

A Senior Officer went by and the Soldier with PTSD called out for help. The Senior Officer told 

him to use the tools your Senior NCO has given you then threw him a bucket. But the Soldier with 

PTSD was using the tools his Senior NCO gave him so he dug the hole deeper and filled the 

bucket. 

A psychiatrist walked by. The Soldier with PTSD said, “Help! I can’t get out!” The psychiatrist 

gave him some drugs and said, “Take this. It will relieve the pain.” The Soldier with PTSD said  

thanks, but when the pills ran out, he was still in the hole. 

A well-known psychologist rode by and heard the Soldier with PTSD cries for help. He stopped 

and asked, ” How did you get there? Were you born there? Did your parents put you there? Tell 

me about yourself, it will alleviate your sense of loneliness.” So the Soldier with PTSD talked with 

him for an hour, then the psychologist had to leave, but he said he’d be back next week. The 

Soldier with PTSD thanked him, but he was still in the hole. 

A priest came by. The Soldier with PTSD called for help. The priest gave him a Bible and said, 

“I’ll say a prayer for you.” He got down on his knees and prayed for the Soldier with PTSD, then 

he left. The Soldier with PTSD was very grateful, he read the Bible, but he was still stuck in the 

hole. 

A recovering Soldier with PTSD happened to be passing by. The Soldier with PTSD cried out, 

“Hey, help me. I’m stuck in this hole!” Right away the recovering Soldier with PTSD jumped 

down in the hole with him. The Soldier with PTSD said, “What are you doing? Now we’re both 

stuck here!!” But the recovering Soldier with PTSD said, “Calm down. It’s okay. I’ve been here 

before. I know how to get out. ~Author Unknown 

 

 
 

 

After a long day on the golf course, I stopped in at Hooter's to see some friends and have some hot 

Wings and iced tea. After being there for a while, one of my friends asked me which waitress I would 

like to be stuck in an elevator with. I told him "The one who knows how to fix elevators". 

 

 

 



The State of Hawaii Invites you to the  Commemoration of the 50th Anniversary of the Vietnam 

War 

 

 

Schedule of Events 

 

23 May 2017 (Tuesday): Aloha Reception-Registration 

24 May 2017 (Wednesday): Hawaii Night (A Taste of Hawaii) Concert– Local Entertainment and 

Ethnic Foods 

25 May 2017 (Thursday): POW/MIA/MOH and Gold Star Family Night at the Pacific Aviation 

Museum 

26 May 2017 (Friday): Commemorative Movie: "Ride The Thunder" a true Vietnam War story 

about the destruction of the Dong Ha Bridge in 1972 

27 May 2017 (Saturday): Waikiki Parade – Welcome Home Parade 

28 May 2017 (Sunday): Military Unit Day 

29 May 2017 (Monday): A combined City, State, National Memorial Day Ceremony att the 

National Memorial of the Pacific in Punchbowl 

Register to attend at http://www.vietnam50years.org/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

NEXT MEETING TO BE HELD 

IN THE R.S.L. MEETING ROOM 

AT 1100 Hrs on the 8th February 2017 

 

 
 

 

DISCLAIMER: 

None of the contents of this newsletter necessarily state the views of the 

Redcliffe VVAA Sub Branch or that of the Editor, or the VVAA unless otherwise 

stated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.vietnam50years.org/

